WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE!
PROJECT INTRODUCTION

PROJECT SCOPE + STUDY AREA:

This planning project is focused on expanding open space
opportunities and improving vehicular, biking, and walking
connections for the neighborhoods surrounding the Mason Park
and Church-Dodge areas.

The study area includes the properties highlighted on the map
(at right) and described below.

(: Existing Mason Park Area

:) Mason Park Expansion Area (former Railroad Embankment)

O Church-Dodge Intersection Area

Throughout this study, the City is seeking public feedback about
desired improvements via online surveys and public meetings.
The result of this study will be a Concept Plan that will be used
by the City to guide future improvements within the Mason Park

and Church-Dodge Area.

ANTICIPATED PROJECT TIMELINE

IMPLEMENTATION

<z €D
+ NEXT STEPS

FINAL DESIGN,
ENGINEERING +
CONSTRUCTION
IS DEPENDENT

SITE EVALUATION / ONLINE SURVEY #1 PUBLIC MEETING #1 CONCEPT PLAN/ PUBLIC MEETING #2 ONLINE SURVEY #2 CONCEPT PLAN PUBLIC MEETING #3 FINAL CONCEPT ON FUNDING
DATA COLLECTION | Feb 15 - March 15, 2024 April 10, 2024 ALTERNATIVES July 9, 2024 July 25 - Aug 23, 2024 Sept 24, 2024 AVAILABILITY

2023 Spring 2024 @

DELIVERY
Late Fall 2024

REFINEMENT
Late Summer 2024

EXISTING MASON PARK

Mason Park is a City owned park located south
of Church Street, between the former Railroad
Embankment and Florence Avenue. Existing park
features include a field house, basketball courts,
tennis courts, a baseball field, a soccer field,

and a playground. Mason Park also includes an
undeveloped sloped parcel of property, located
south of Davis Street and east of the former

Railroad Embankment.

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA

This former railroad Right of Way (the Mayfair
Cut-off) dates back to the late 1880s. The line
was discontinued in the 1980’s and the land

was subdivided and sold to private owners. This
property also includes high tension electrical
transmission lines. At the time of its original
construction, the Mayfair Cut-off was located west
of the majority of Evanston’s populated area.

The City has since expanded westward and the
embankment now bisects much of the City’s west
side. At Mason Park the embankment disrupts
neighborhood access, resulting in safety and
security concerns. Over the past several years,
the City purchased many of the former Right-of-

Way parcels to correct these issues and reconnect

neighborhoods.

CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION

The Church-Dodge Intersection is located

nearby to active businesses, neighborhoods, and
Evanston Township High School (ETHS). This
busy intersection accommodates vehicles, buses,
bicyclists, and pedestrians. The intersection often
feels congested and lacks continuous flow for all
Users.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY #1 | SUMMARY OF RESPONSES Survey Dates: February 15th - March 15th 2024

The purpose of Survey #1 was to hear feedback about issues and opportunities within and surrounding the

Mason Park study areas.

o
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COMMUNITY SURVEY #1 | SUMMARY OF RESPONSES Survey Dates: February 15th - March 15th 2024

The purpose of Survey #1 was to hear feedback about issues and opportunities within and

surrounding the Mason Park study areas.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY #2 | SUMMARY OF RESPONSES Survey Dates: July 25th - August 23rd 2024

The purpose of Survey #2 was to delve further into design concepts and to obtain preferences about the (3)

concepts presented.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY #2 | SUMMARY OF RESPONSES Survey Dates: July 25th - August 23rd 2024

The purpose of Survey #2 was to delve further into design concepts and to obtain preferences 199 Participants
about the (3) concepts presented.

Select your preferred concept for Area 1: Select your preferred concept for Area 2:
Davis Street pedestrian + bike connection South Mason Park Green Space AREA 1. AREA 2.
Davis Street Pedestrian + South Mason Park

Bike Connection Green Space

Select your preferred concept for Area 3: Select your preferred concept for Area 4.

Trail System Lake Street Public Space
Lake Street Trail System
Public Space

Provide your comments about the Church Street / Dodge Key themes from open ended responses are highlighted in the

circles below. The size of the circles indicates the frequency of the

Avenue MINIMUM Concept (No curb realignment).
responses, organized by theme.

Key themes from open ended responses are highlighted
in the circles below. The size of the circles indicates the
frequency of the responses, organized by theme.

Provide your comments about the Church Street / Dodge
Avenue MAXIMUM Concept (Curb realignment).

CONCERNS

- Flexible bollards do not provide enough protection.

- No clear and safe way to navigate between Davis and Church Street westbound bike lanes.

- Eastbound buses block bike lanes and car traffic.

- Construction and reduced parking may impact businesses.

« Concepts do not provide clear and safe bike route to and around ETHS.

« Cost and taxpayer commitments.

DESIRES

« Provide dedicated left turn lanes at the intersection.

« Provide curb protected bike lanes (similar to Sheridan Road) instead of flexible bollards.

« Create well-connected, defined, and safe bike facilities.

- Consider removing parking to prioritize bikes and buses and improve vehicle traffic flow.

- Consider maintaining parking to support businesses.

- Maintain westbound biking along Church - (Participants may not understand the westbound bike route
would move to Davis St).

« Address biker and pedestrian safety to and from ETHS.

- Balance bike improvements with costs.

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
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PUBLIC MEETING #1 KEY TAKEAWAYS
PUBLIC MEETING DATE + TIME:

April 10, 2024, Evanston Township High School, 6:00 — 8:00 pm

MASON PARK EXPANSION AND
CHURCH/DODGE TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENTS

[ PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE J

PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNGEMENTS:

* Project information and meeting announcements uploaded to
the City of Evanston project website.

* Printed flyers posted in Mason Park + Gibbs Morrison Cultural
Center.

« Emailed announcements provided to Evanston Township
High School (ETHS), Youth Opportunity United (Y.0.U.), the

Wednesday, April 10th
6:00pm - 8:00pm

2nd Ward Offices and to all survey respondents who provided

emall addresses (approximately 250 individuals).

* Printed flyers mailed to approximately 561 households
surrounding Mason Park.

Approximately 40 people attended Public Open House #1.

Evanston Township High School (ETHS)

1600 Dodge Avenue, Evanston, Room N112

Enter the Building at Entrance #1, located in front of ETHS on Dodge Ave
Parking is available along Dodge Ave and in Parking Lot #1 (accessed from Dodge Ave)

Join us at the public open house to hear outcomes of the community survey,

review existing conditions and participate in design visioning activities.

For more information, please visit the
project webpage at the link below or
scan the QR code with your smart device

City of
Evanston-

PUBLIC FEEDBACK ORGANIZED BY PROJECT AREA FOLLOWS BELOW:

EXISTING MASON PARK MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA  §CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:

Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest
ranked Improvements are at the top of the list.

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:

Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest
ranked Improvements are at the top of the list.

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:

Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest
ranked improvements are at the top of the list.

1. Add Bioswales / Rain Gardens - 24 votes 1. Nature Trail — 24 votes 1. Protected bike lane — 19 votes

2. Add Terraced Seating - 21 votes 2. Urban Trall — 16 votes 2. Bus Shelter + Amenities — 9 votes

3. Enhance Existing Field House / Bathrooms - 16 votes 3. Community Garden/Demonstration Garden — 11 votes 3. Marked Bike Lane — 6 votes

4. Add Fitness/ Exercise Stations — 8 votes 4. Overlook — 11 votes 4. Bus Bulbs -4 votes

5. Add a Dog Park — 7 votes 5. Boardwalk/Benches — 11 votes 5. Bike Repair Station + Bike Racks - 3 votes

6. Use Existing Slope for an Embankment Slide — 6 votes 6. Shaded Seating — 8 votes

/. Add Play Mounds - 6 votes /. Nature Based Play — 7 votes

8. Use Existing Slope for a Climbing Wall — 5 votes 8. Fitness/Exercise Stations — 2 votes CUMMENTS SUMMARY:

9. Use Existing Slope for a Sled Hill - 5 votes 9. Bench Swings — 2 votes . Galm speeding traffic throughout the intersection
10.Enhance / Replace Playground Equipment — 3 votes 10.Sculpture Garden — 2 votes 2- Provide (left) turn lanes In all directions and update

11. Add Pickleball - 1 vote

CUMMENTS SUMMARY:

CUMMENTS SUMMARY:

. Maintain open spaces and disincentivize illegal

traffic signals
3. Consider no turn on red during peak times
Prohibit cars illegally using bike lanes
5. Explore feasibility to enhance bus infrastructure for

e

1. Expand field house programs (music, dance, gardening pehaviors southbound 93 + 206 stop
hrograms + classes) 2. Protect trees, establish native plantings 6. Improve bike connections through and east of the
2. Update restrooms and expand open restroom hours 3. Develop a green walkway space along and across the intersection. The two-way bike lane is confusing
3. Repair vending machine and lighting at field house ull 7. Provide westbound bike infrastructure between Florence
columns 4. Develop a community garden and free farm stand for and Mayfair
4. Implement on-street parking time limit near tennis courts people experiencing food insecurity 8. Transition to planned future Church Street bike facility
5. Add trail through trees (near embankment) 5. Develop Lake/Dodge for public green space west of Dodge
6. Add goal posts for football 6. Maintain sledding opportunities 9. Provide protected bike lanes and consider parking
7. Add frisbee course {. Provide safe bike/ped connections to ETHS via Davis srotected bike lanes
8. Provide a designated dog area 8. Establish a pathway from Davis to Darrow 10.Provide pedestrian countdown timers
9. Add water fountains, bike racks, picnic tables, and 9. Establish a marked crossing across Church St 11. Consider a diagonal crossing cycle for pedestrians.

benches

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements

10.Bury, move overhead electric lines

11. Clean up trash and debris, especially around the transfer

station

12.Remove graffiti at benches and lights

12.Consider raised crosswalks
13.Evaluate Divvy bike usage and whether this location Is
appropriate

City of Evanston, IL
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PUBLIC MEETING #2 | KEY TAKEAWAYS
PUBLIC MEETING DATE + TIME:

July 9, 2024, Evanston Township High School, 6:00 — 8:00 pm

MASON PARK EXPANSION AND
CHURCH/DODGE TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENTS

[PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2]

PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNGEMENTS:

* Project information and meeting announcements uploaded to
the City of Evanston project website.

* Printed flyers posted in Mason Park + Gibbs Morrison Cultural
Center.

« Emailed announcements provided to Evanston Township
High School (ETHS), Youth Opportunity United (Y.0.U.),
the 2nd Ward Offices and to all survey respondents who
provided email addresses via (2) surveys (approximately 350
Individuals).

Tuesday, July 9th
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Evanston Township High School (ETHS)

1600 Dodge Avenue, Evanston, Room N112

Enter the Building at Entrance #1, located in front of ETHS on Dodge Ave
Parking is available along Dodge Ave and in Parking Lot #1 (accessed from Dodge Ave)

Join us at the public open house to review preliminary

concept plans and to provide your feedback.

* Printed flyers mailed to approximately 561 households
surrounding Mason Park.

For more information, please visit the
project webpage at the link below or
scan the QR code with your smart device

Approximately 50 people attended Public Open House #2.

AREA 1:

Terraced seating at the south: 13 votes
Pathway bordered by retaining walls: 8 votes
Flat open green space at the south: 7 votes

AREA 2:

Nature play + open lawn area: 17 votes

Open lawn + flexible recreational fields: 9 votes
Hillside play + adventure course: 7 votes

AREA 3:

Nature trail + interpretation: 26 votes
Fitness trail: 7 votes

Adventure course: 6 votes

AREA 4.
Nature trail + foraging gardens: 11 votes
Seating terrace + picnic area: 10 votes

Relocated Edible Acre + community gardens: 9 votes

COMMUNITY COMMENTS + KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Culture and diversity:
« Allow for fun and play;
- Be vibrant and showcase culture.

2. Open space and recreation:

- Keep our green spaces!

- Maintenance ability will need to determine choices;

« Like the multi-use space for a variety of activities and sports;
- (reate spaces for students to gather, perform + produce art;
- Kids and teens need a place to gather after school;

- No one uses fitness trails along lakefront;

« No Edible Acre at Lake and Dodge. Will attract vermin/rats.

3. Church Street / Dodge Avenue improvements:

« Combine Dodge / Church concepts for safety + efficiency;

« Pedestrian and bike only for Davis/Dodge intersection. No cars!!

- Create more parking on Church for businesses;

« Left turn arrow @ Church and Dodge;

- The more students that don't need a car to get to school, the better
traffic will be.

4. Bike and pedestrian connectivity:

« Opportunity to relocate Waste Management and make more trails
north along railroad space to invite Ward 5 into the space and walk
to school;

- | really like that these designs are for pedestrians and bikers — Not
cars. This will be a special place!

- Bikers need to move freely in a straight line at Davis;

« Lincoln Park bike way is a traffic jam - we don't want that;

- Evanston 150: one of top 10 ideas was using Mayfair diagonal as
walking/cycling space to connect SW to NE parts of town.

5. Safety:
- Safety and visibility to and from the high school is important;
« Maximize visibility to and from the green spaces.

6. Sustainability:
- Follow CARP - use public spaces for stormwater management;
« Use bioswales to reduce street flooding.

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements .-7
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | MAP
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | SITE PHOTOS

Mason Park Entrance at Church / Florence Basketball Courts Tennis Courts
(View South) (View West) (View North)
Playground Park Building Baseball / Soccer Field Basketball Court + Soccer Field
(View North) (View West) (View West) (View South)
Davis St Along Mason Park Property / Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment Embankment / South ETHS Parking and
Base of Embankment (View South) (View West) (View West) Com Ed Electrical towers (View North)
Off-Street Cycle Track Along Church St at Protected Bike Lane along Church Street South West Corner of Dodge Ave / Lake St Intersection of Dodge Ave / Church St
Dodge Ave (View West) (View East) (View East) (View West)
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SITE SECTIONS | EXISTING + PROPOSED

SECTION 1: CHURCH STREET EAST OF DODGE AVENUE, LOOKING EAST
PROPOSED

GIBBS-MORRISON
CULTURAL CENTER

Y.0.U.
PARKING LOT
GIBBS-MORRISON
CULTURAL CENTER
Y.0.U.
PARKING LOT

SECTION 2: EMBANKMENT BETWEEN EAST / WEST DAVIS STREET, LOOKING SOUTH
PROPOSED

PATHWAY TO NATURE TRAIL + ADVENTURE COURSE PATHWAY TO NATURE TRAIL
606
603 604.5
600 601.5
598.5
597 596
DAVIS ST/ TERRACED SEATING + INTEGRATED PLANTERS WITH NATIVE PLANTINGS DAVIS ST/
DARROW AVE ALLEY
608
605 605
600 600
598
597
597 506
DAVIS ST/ DAVIS ST/
DARROW AVE ALLEY
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SITE SECTIONS | EXISTING + PROPOSED

SECTION 3: EMBANKMENT BETWEEN ETHS (NORTH) PARKING LOT AND MASON PARK / ALLEY (EAST), LOOKING NORTH

PROPOSED

610

607 607 607
605 603 605
601 601
600 NATIVE PRAIRIE, SAVANNA + UNDERSTORY PLANTINGS 600
597 NATURE 597
TRAIL ADVENTURE RAIN ADVENTURE
(10’ WIDE) COURSE GARDEN COURSE RAIN
ETHS (6’ WIDE) (6’ WIDE) GARDEN ALLEY
PARKING
610 610
607 607
605 605 605 605
600 600 600 600
597 597 597
ETHS ALLEY

PARKING

SECTION 4: LAKE STREET OPEN SPACE, LOOKING NORTH
PROPOSED

601 601

600 600.5 600
NATURE 598
DODGE WIDENED SIDEWALK TRAIL
AVENUE + SEATING AREA (10’ WIDE)
600 600.5 601 600

598

DODGE
AVENUE
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

Planned Church Street bike

connection between Dodge Avenue

and west City limits

— | L

r

B @ CHURCH STREET

:r?iPOSEd
edestrian +
Bike Crossing DAVIS STREET
i ETHS

Evanston Parking

Township
High School

(ETHS)

Understory

Sidewalk along east side of
Darrow Avenue connects Davis
Street Pedestrian Crossing and
Church Street sidewalk

INPUT ACTIVITY:
USE THE POST-IT

Proposed protected bike lane e

astbound along Church Street connects to Downtown Evanston NUTES 'm ADD YUUR

COMMENTS

Pathway extension connects to
existing Mason Park walkways

« Connect worn trail between Church + Davis
- Naturalized plantings + interpretive signage

Lid
— and Church Street sidewalk
=

§ Mason Park
g NATURALIZED PATHWAY
=

(=

: DAVIS STREET
Stone a DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING + PLAZA

seating « Connect east and west Davis street via open
areas pathway bordered by retaining walls at the north
and terraced seating at the south

6'wd \ « ADVENTURE COURSE AREA

xl‘,'fszt"re - Regrade slopes to remove hiding spaces
« Accommodate drainage via rain gardens

 —— 6 —— - Stone boulders + seating areas

Bioswales + - Ecological planting areas, bioswales + rain gardens
rain gardens

GROVE STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

» Occurs on City controlled right-of-way

6'wd GROVE STREET

trail
connection

woodland +
foraging trail
\ NATURE TRAIL

Prairie grasses +

- 10" wide pathway accommodates bikers, walkers + ComEd access
- Foraging garden area (nut trees)

: 10" wd
wildflowers multi-use - Prairie, savanna + understory woodland plantings
trail - Seating areas

i

Entry plaza

» Interpretive signage

DARROW AVENUE
DEWEY STREET

Existing Lake Street signed bike route

LAKE STREET PUBLIC SPACE + PLAZA

- Seating terrace transition to the north

FLORENCE STREET

Proposed painted bike
shared lane markings

on pavement direct
westhound cyclists along
Davis Street and connect
to Dodge Street and ETHS

FLORENCE STREET

embankment area

. Vertical gateway features + groves of trees H *

0 80’

160’ NORTH
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

INPUT ACTIVITY:
USE THE POST-IT

NOTES TO ADD YOUR
COMMENTS

EVANSTON TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL (ETHS)

NATURE
TRAIL
ADVENTURE ETHS
COURSE PARKING
DAVIS
STREET
ALLEY
DAVIS STREET
PLAZA
DAVIS
STREET

Birds eye view looking southwest across new Davis Street plaza to ETHS
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

INPUT ACTIVITY:
USE THE POST-IT

NOTES TO ADD YOUR
COMMENTS

NATURE
TRAIL
ADVENTURE
COURSE
EVANSTON TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL (ETHS)
DAVIS STREET
PLAZA
ALLEY
DAVIS
STREET
View looking west through Davis Street plaza to ETHS
MASON
PARK
NATURE
NEIGHBORHOOD TRAIL
DAVIS STREET
PLAZA
DARROW
AVENUE
DAVIS
STREET

View looking east through Davis Street plaza to Mason Park and neighborhood
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

INPUT ACTIVITY:
USE THE POST-IT
NOTES TO ADD YOUR
CHURCH COMMENTS
STREET
MASON
PARK
PRIVATELY
DARROW OWNED
AVENUE

PROPERTY DAVIS
STREET

DAVIS

STREET

PLAZA

DAVIS
STREET
ALLEY
NATURE
TRAIL ADVENTURE
COURSE
EVANSTON TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL
PARKING LOT
NATURE
TRAIL
Birds eye view looking north to the proposed nature trail, adventure course and Davis Street plaza
EVANSTON TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL
PARKING LOT
NATURE
TRAIL
LAKE
STREET
DODGE PLAZA
AVENUE
LAKE
STREET

Birds eye view looking north to the proposed Lake Street plaza and nature trail
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

RAIN GARDENS NUT TREE GROVE ROCK OUTCROPPINGS

NATIVE UNDERSTORY PLANTINGS + INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

STONE SEATING
ADVENTURE COURSE CITY OF EVANSTON STANDARD LIGHTING
MULTI-USE PATHWAY SURROUNDED BY NATIVE PLANTINGS, SIGNAGE + FURNISHINGS NATURE TRAIL + GATEWAY
TERRACED SEATING TERRACED SEATING
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CONNECTIONS TO THE EVANSTON BIKE NETWORK

LEGEND

@ Divvy Bike Location

Protected Bike Lane

-0-0-0— Bike Lane

— Bike Route
Off-Street Bike Path
—— Malin Road

Local Street

llllllllllll
YYYYYYYYYYYY

-- City Boundary

EXISTING BIKE NETWORK AND GAP FOR WESTBOUND CYCLISTS ALONG CHURCH STREET
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CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION CONCEPT PLAN

PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN NPUT ACTIVITY:
Parking Changes by Side of Street USE THE PUST‘IT

/] ]

NOTES TO ADD YOUR
COMMENTS

No Change
No Change

No Changes +10 Spaces

Church

No Changes No Changes

No Changes
Dodge
No Changes

Bus Stop

Bus Stop

Loading Zone

= = 2 = = 22 = Z = 2 o 2 - = = = = = =

Bus Stop

2
§ g Mason Park
Mason Park Expansion and : 5
Church-Dodge Transportation Improvements _ga 2
Preferred Alternative 3 S
o 50’ 100’ g
— —
Existing Parking by Side of Street
7 Spaces & % Eﬁ
Loading Zone 8 Spaces
Church
9 Spaces Bus Stop
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CHURCH + DODGE INTERSECTION
CONCERNS DESIRES
- Flexible bollards do not provide enough - Provide dedicated left turn lanes at the intersection.
protection. « Provide curb protected bike lanes (similar to Sheridan Road)
- No clear and safe way to navigate between instead of flexible bollards.
Davis and Church Street westbound bike - (reate well-connected, defined, and safe bike facilities.
lanes. - Consider removing parking to prioritize bikes and buses and
- Eastbound buses block bike lanes and car improve vehicle traffic flow.
traffic. - Consider maintaining parking to support businesses.
- Construction and reduced parking may - Maintain westbound biking along Church - (Participants may
impact businesses. not understand the westbound bike route would move to
- Concepts do not provide clear and safe bike Davis St).
route to and around ETHS. - Address biker and pedestrian safety to and from ETHS. PROPOSED PROTECTED EASTBOUND BIKE LANE FOR CHURCH STREET,
- Cost and taxpayer commitments. - Balance bike improvements with costs. EAST OF DODGE AVENUE (SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROAD)
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THANKYOU!

INPUT ACTIVITY:
USE THE POST-IT
NOTES TO ADD YOUR
COMMENTS

Thank you for participating in the Third Open House Meeting!

Stay tuned to the project website for more information:

www.cityofevanston.org/MasonChurchDodge
Scan the code with the camera app on your smart phone

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements @D
City of Evanston, IL —




